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Testimony for the Japanese Church of Melbourne
Makoto Fukuda

May grace and peace abound with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I have come to
believe that I am being led as a missionary for the work of the Japanese Church of Melbourne. The

following is my testimony about the process which led me to this point.

1. Church Planting

Since graduating from Tokyo Christian Theological Seminary (now Tokyo Christian University
Graduate School) in 1990, I have served the gospel as a Presbyterian pastor for 18.5 years at Yamanoue
Church Grace Chapel and 14.5 years in church planting at Grace City Church Tokyo. I am especially
grateful for my 14.5 years at Grace City, one fruit of the gospel-centered church-planting movement in
central Tokyo, which I started in 2008 after receiving training in urban gospel-centered church-planting at
the Redeemer Church Planting Center (now Redeemer City to City), where the God of grace has done
great things through a little sinful man. Not just one church, but ten new interdenominational churches
had been planted by 2020 through the Tokyo-focused Grace Church Planting Network. City to City Japan
was then launched to bring the gospel movement to other major cities in Japan, training many church
planters. What I learned most through more than 30 years of ministry serving two Presbyterian churches
is that the gospel of Christ is the saving power that transforms hearts and lives, and renews cultures and
cities. The gospel will eventually remake everything.

In the course of planting Grace City, I experienced health problems. Six years ago, I suffered a stroke
from angina pectoris, which left my speech impaired. Miraculously, I was able to fully recover and return
to the work of the gospel without any effects. But under the stress associated with COVID-19, [ suffered a
transient ischaemic attack in October 2021, which forced me to take a three-month leave of absence.

From then on, my family became concerned about my health and urged me to leave my stressful work.



Not only that, but the deep grief caused by the sudden death of my eldest son, Yuya, in July of last year,
led me to consider ending my work at Grace City. My eldest son repented of his sins in a truly remarkable
way six years ago and turned to God, believing in the grace of Christ expressed in the gospel. He had
suffered severe depression for ten years in a difficult marriage betrayed by his wife, but he was always
saying, "l want to do missions too," expressing his love for Christ and the joy of worship. Shortly before he
passed away, he shared with me the sadness of his own broken family and his concern for me and Grace
City.

In my church planting work in Grace City, I experienced not only health problems but also a lot of
pastoral toil and hardship. In the last few years, coupled with the COVID-19 disaster, not only I but also
my family suffered a lot of stress due to church issues. After a two-month leave of absence due to the
sudden death of my eldest son, I decided to leave Grace City and Tokyo at the end of my term in March
2023, while also consulting trusted pastors and friends as I faced illness and death in the family.

Of course, the church planting in Grace City is still on its way, and I had mixed feelings of regret and
irresponsibility. But by tracing the life of Abraham, which I had just featured in a sermon series, I was
taught to surrender everything to the God of grace. He was called to be a blessing to all his people, but all
he got in his lifetime was the grave of his wife, as Hebrews 11 states.

“All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were
foreigners and strangers on earth. " (Hebrews 11:13)
Even though our earthly ministry may seem half-hearted, we could entrust that God would surely
complete the Kingdom of God accomplished through Christ, and that He would guide Grace City in a

fitting way even as we left her.

2. To the Japanese Church of Melbourne

Around September 2021, when I was going through a lot of hardship due to the COVID-19 disaster,
which made mission and pastoral work difficult, I suddenly remembered the Japanese Church in
Melbourne. This was because I had prayed for the church and the Japanese mission in Melbourne for a
long time, and I knew the former pastor Hideyoshi Kashiwagura, and knew that he had resigned from the
church. I searched the internet and found that the Melbourne Japanese Church was pastorless and was
asking for donations while praying for new workers, so I gave a small donation when I had just received
my bonus, and exchanged emails with an elder of Canterbury Presbyterian Church, which has jurisdiction
over the church.

A month later, I developed a transient ischaemic attack and my family asked me to finish my ministry at
Grace City. Then, in January 2022, Stuart, the husband of my daughter Yukiho, contacted me and asked if
he could refer me to Pastor David Hann of the Canterbury Presbyterian Church, which serves the
Melbourne Japanese Church, as they were looking for a pastor. Stuart was a member of Grace City and in
his final year at Moore Theological College in Sydney, so he was invited to join the Melbourne Japanese

Church. However, he was planning to do two years of university student evangelism in Gold Coast after



graduation and then come to Japan after missionary training, so he introduced me to Pastor David in his
place. We exchanged several emails after that, and in April 2022 I met Pastor David and the elders online
for the first time. We promised to stay in touch, but at that point nothing had been decided about going to
Melbourne after my retirement from Grace City.

However, as noted earlier, the sudden death of my eldest son in July 2022 led me to seriously consider
retiring from Grace City and going to Melbourne, and I took a complete break from ministry for two
months September through October and spent six weeks in Sydney with my daughter and family. In that
time, we spent four days and three nights in Melbourne (October 10-13). We had an open and honest
discussion about the above matters with Elder and Mrs. Hanazono Tadashi and met and fellowshipped
with Pastor and Mrs. David and the elders of the Canterbury Presbyterian Church, who understood that
my wife and [ were in a very hurt state and needed rest, and they invited us to come to the Melbourne
Japanese Church.

While we rested in Sydney, Stuart gave a fundraising presentation at a church service attended by our
daughters about his plans to graduate from seminary and begin a two-year university student mission in
February 2023, after which he would train to become a missionary and come to Japan. At that time, he
told us about the current situation in Japan: the Christian population is 0.5%, the number of Christians is
decreasing at a rate of 0.4% every year, the average age of pastors is over 65, and many people are
suffering from depression and a sense of emptiness without hope for the future. I was sad and reminded
of the need to continue to use us for missionary work.

On November 3, soon after returning from Australia, we met Dr. Tadataka Maruyama, the first
president of Tokyo Christian University, who had just arrived in Japan. He was a mentor in our marriage
and now lives in Seattle. He took the time to listen to us about the heavy issues we were facing, such as
the sudden death of our eldest son, church problems, and future ministry. He not only agreed with our
decision to leave Grace City, but also recommended that we take a break instead of starting ministry
immediately, based on his own experience. In a subsequent email exchange, I was encouraged by his
words, "I pray that wherever the Lord leads you, you will continue to be the pastor he has called you to

be," and I began to believe that the door to Melbourne was opening.

3. Melbourne Connections

In fact, the connection with Melbourne goes back to around 1995. When Rev. Stephen Young, who
planted the Japanese language church temporarily returned to the USA, a request was made to send
workers from the Presbyterian Church in Japan for six months to a year. Elder Hiromasa Nakayama of
Yamanoue Church visited the Japanese Language Church in Knoxville when he visited Tennessee Meiji
Gakuin School, and after glimpsing the hardships of the pastorless church, he returned home and
proposed sending me to Melbourne Japanese Church, which was approved. The congregation of
Yamanoue Church was informed of this, and I informed my family and started preparing to go to
Australia, but when [ met with the Overseas Mission Committee and the elders, they told me that the

committee had made no financial preparations for this mission and that we should prepare the necessary



money ourselves by fundraising or otherwise. In response, the Yamanoue Church session decided to
cancel the trip to Melbourne on the grounds that it would be reckless to send a young (then 31 years old)
family raising three children without sufficient financial backing. Since then the Melbourne Japanese
Church has been on my prayer list.

When we planted Grace City, people associated with the Melbourne Japanese Church often were sent
to Tokyo. Marcus was a seminary student who dreamed of coming to Japan as a missionary, interned at
Grace City for two months, then became an elder at Canterbury Presbyterian Church and is now a pastor
of a church in Melbourne after receiving the laying on of hands. Jane came to Japan as an OMF
missionary and worked in the Japan OMF office, and served Grace City as her church in Japan. She is now
working for OMF in Melbourne. Another went to Melbourne on a working holiday and connected with a
Japanese language church and is now a member of Grace City.

One of the distinctive features of church planting in the city is the international links between different
races, ethnicities, countries, and languages. Grace City has always been a mosaic of multi-national, multi-
ethnic, and multi-cultural communities. Moreover, many people have left Japan and become Christians in
foreign cross-cultural environments, or have heard the gospel even if they have not come to faith. This
experience reminded me of the importance of evangelizing Japanese overseas. In Melbourne, people from
Japan will have a similar chance to hear the gospel.

This is a bit of an aside, but when I was still a 12-year-old primary school student, I dreamed of
going to Australia as a missionary. When Pastor Kazuo Sekine, the son of Pastor Tatsuo Sekine of
Imaichi Christ Church (at the time) who had been my pastor since I was a child, graduated from
seminary in Adelaide, South Australia and returned to Japan, a debriefing session was held to share
what he had learned and experienced there, and my mother took me to attend. I saw and heard
about Australia for the first time and had a dream of going there as a missionary, so I wrote in my
primary school graduation book that my future dream was to go to Australia as a missionary. From

that moment on, the vague idea of working for the gospel was engraved in my mind.

Since the sudden death of my eldest son Yuya, I have reminded myself of his naming words at every

opportunity and prayed about where we should go.

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,

for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
It is not that I am not anxious about becoming a missionary abroad at my age. However, I have seen many
people become Christians overseas or return home after hearing the gospel, even if they did not come to
faith. I have come to think that if I can share the gospel with those who are staying in Melbourne, even in
a small way, I can serve the mission of the Kingdom and the glory of God.

(April 2023)



